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science from Harvard in 1991.  The central theme in his work is the history of 
measurement—both of nature and of human beings—and the many ways in which 
quantitative values reflect social values.  

Ken Alder’s second book, The Measure of All Things: The Seven-Year Odyssey and 
Hidden Error that Transformed the World (The Free Press, 2002), examined the 
origins of the metric system in Revolutionary France. The book has been translated 
into twelve languages and won three best book prizes: the Davis Prize from the 
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Ken Alder has also published books on the origins of modern engineering in 
Revolutionary France, and the history of America’s obsession with the lie detector. 
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