
Alessandro Volta, a founding father of electromagnetism, was honoured by Latimer Clark in an 1861 paper introducing practical measurement units for the then new physical
quantities. For reasons known only to him, Clark distorted the names of Volta, Luigi Galvani and of George Simon Ohm to the unit names Volt, Galvat and Ohma. Already in the
19th century the unit Ohma was properly adjusted to ohm. The surname Volta remains truncated to volt to this date.

In two years, 2027, the bicentennial of the death of Alessandro Volta will occur. The international scientific community honoured Volta by naming an SI unit after him. We
believe this honour should be reconfirmed by correcting the historical wrong spelling by renaming the unit of electric potential difference volta.

150 years on the shoulders of giants: the origin of the SI unit names.
Should the volt be the volta?

Summary

Senator Alessio Butti – Undersecretary of Innovation

Presidency of the Council of Ministers, Italy

1745 Born in Como, Duchy of Milan
1774 Professor of Physics in Como
1776-78 Chemistry of gases
1779 Professor of Physics in Pavia
1800 To solve a dispute with Galvani about

the interpretation of electrical
phenomena, invents the pile, the first
electrochemical voltage generator

1809 Made Count by Napoleon
1819 Retired
1827 Death

Alessandro Volta Clark and Brown's 1861 play with the surnames

Volta's 
Memorial

on Lake Como,  
Italy, 1928

Voltaic Pile (History 

Museum, University of 
Pavia)

Lord Kelvin, 1874: ohm is restored... volt stays! Present status and the proposal

Ohma for voltage

Farad for charge

Galvat for current

Volt for resistance

"temporay purpose...
Neglecting for the all 
etymological rules".

volt for voltage, remains truncated
ohm for resistance, restored to Ohm's surname
Flipped the assignment to quantities
"... an interim recommendation as regards nomenclature"
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2019 Revision of the SI maintains the name volt,
Realisation of the unit with quantum technologies

2025, 150th Anniversary of the Metre Convention
2025, International Year of Quantum Science and Technology
2027, 200th Anniversary of the death of Volta

Let's correct the historical distortion and celebrate Volta
by renaming the unit name of electric voltage volta

... and the unit name of electric capacitance faraday
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